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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 


Enquiries relating Qorator of which Section further i 
particulars 
to Canadian Trade. ‘may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.—An enquiry has been received for the addresses 
of the principal Canadian producers of mica. 

A London firm wish to be placed in correspondence with 
Canadian shippers of graphite. 

An Irish house wish to get into communication with a reliable 
Canadian agent who could introduce sponge cloths used for 
cleaning machinery. 

A 
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Canadian Enquiries—An Ontario flour miller owning a newly 
equipped mill producing the best grade of flour would like to hear 
from first-class United Kingdom importers. 

_ A Prince Edward Island firm of produce dealers, offering 
excellent references, wish, in view of the recently established direct 
steamship service between the island and Great Britain, to be 
placed in connection with a few leading wholesale buyers of butter, 
cheese, eggs and other produce. References exchanged. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 


application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


HONG-KONG. 


The “ Straits Settlements Government Gazette ” of 27th December, 
Desi for 1902, contains a notification to the effect that 
Pe t the Governor of Hong-Kong invites designs, 

ag accompanied by reports and estimates of the 
_ cost of erecting a building to contain the Post 

Office and other Government Offices in the City of Victoria, Hong- 

Kong. The author of the design considered first in order of merit 

will be engaged as Consulting Architect for the work, and will be 

paid a commission of 3? per cent. on the actual cost of the building, 
exclusive of any monies paid in respect of supervision, which will 
be provided by the Government. A further sum of 1,500 dols. is 
offered for the design considered second in order of merit. 

All designs, reports and estimates are to be sent, under cover, to 
the Colonial Secretary, Hong-Kong, not later than the 31st March, 
1903, and are to be marked only “ Post Office Competition.” 

Full particulars, as published in the “ Gazette,” may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


RUSSIA. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 

——— the British Commercial Agent in Russia stating 

we gd that a Moscow firm desire addresses of British 

N ¢ Firms firms supplying powdered or chipped steel (or 

eos ~ Steel steel grit), and steel shot for polishing granite; 

and oxide of tin. Further particulars may be 

® obtained on application to the British Commer- 

. cial Agent, Mr. Henry Cooke, 7, Malaia 
Dmitrovka, Moscow. 


| 


Jam, 29, 1908.) THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 195 


Openings for British Trade. 


NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Tenders for the despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christi- 
Supply of Rye, 22/4 veporting that the Intendant General at 

Uppy OF Bye. that city will receive tenders up to 10 a.m. of 

Thursday, 5th February, for about 600,000 kilogrammes' (about 

591 tons) of rye. Tenders should be sent in sealed envelopes 

marked “ rug.” 

The conditions of tender and further information may be 
obtained at the Supplies Office of the Intendant General, 

Christiania. 


BELGIUM. 


A despatch has been received at the Fureign Office, from H.M. 

Minister at Brussels, reporting that, according 

Canal Works. to the “Independence Belge” of 8th January, 

measures have recently been taken with a view 

to bringing the Limbourg coalfields into navigable water com- 

munication with the Scheldt by rectifying the course of the 

Rupel and Grande Nethe, connection being made with the latter 
river and the Campine Canal. 

It is probable that in order to execute this work it will be 
necessary to deflect the course of the Rupel for about five miles 
between Boom and its meeting with the Scheldt, and as soon as 
this point is definitely determined, junction will be effected 
between the Rupel and the enlarged Willebroeck Canal connect- 
ing with Brussels. 

eference is also made to a proposed canal connecting Selzaete 
with a point on the Scheldt some ten miles above Antwerp. This 
canal would bring Antwerp and Ghent into navigable communica- 
tion by means of the Terneuzen Canal which already connects 
Selzaete with Ghent. Its cost is estimated at seven million francs 
(280,0007.). 


FRANCE! 
The French “Journal Officiel ” of the 13th January publishes the 
text of a Decree under the terms of which the 
Department of the Loire-Inférieure is authorised 
to borrow the sum of 4,828,000 frs. (193,000/.) 
for the purpose of constructing two tramways as follows :—(1) A 
line from Saint.Nazaire to the, border of the Department in the 
petabonshang of the Roche, Bernard, with a branch from Crignac 
to Penhouet and from Montoir and d’Herbignac to Guérande ; 
(2) a line from Pornic to Paimboeuf, with branch from La Plaine 
to Préfailles, 


Tramway 


a2 
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SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 21st January contains a Royal Order, 
granting to Don Joaquin Peris Fuentes a con- 


een cession for the construction of a commercial 
a Pert. port at Burriana. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 21st January also contains a 
Giitinih ‘tee notice calling for tenders for the execution of 
cation the second portion of certain irrigation works 
"aie at Almochuel, in the province of Zaragoza, of 
— the upset value of 805,812 pesetas, or about 
24,2571. Tenders will be opened on the 21st of February, and 
persons ge to tender must deposit a sum of 5,291 pesetas, or 
about 159/., as a guarantee. 


A notification is published in the “ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 25th 
January, calling for tenders for the supply of a 


ee “4 dredger of the “ Priestman” system for use in 
"aes peal the execution of certain dredging works in 
edger. the port of Vinaroz (Castellon). A specification 


of the dredger required is published in the “ Gaceta,” and tenders 
will be accepted at the “‘Seccion de Fomento” of the Civil Govern- 
ment of the province of Castellon up to the 23rd of February, a 
deposit of 2,000 pesetas, or about 60/., being required from persons 
tendering. 


‘In the same “ Gaceta” a notice appears calling for tenders for the 

execution of dredging works in the port of 

oe a Vinaroz, the same period being allowed for 

a tenders in this case as for the supply of the 

Wer dredger referred to above, but the deposit 

required from persons tendering being 7,800 pesetas, or about 
2301. 


The “Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


BOSNIA—HERZEGOVINA. 


In a report on the trade of Bosnia—Herzegovina during the year 
1901, the French Vice-Consul at Sarajevo gives 
List of Articles 4 list of products which would find a market at 
in Demand. that town, and which at present are either 
unknown or which reach there in an indirect and uncertain 
fashion. The following are extracted from the list in question :— 
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Remarks, 
Photographic apparatus eve a .-.| Most of the apparatus sold is 
of German manufacture and 
arrives by way of Vienna. 
Chemical, pharmaceutical and photographic 
products eee oat Specialities, 
Bonbons and glacé fruits 4) tt ose ...| Bonbons are bought from 
Austria, Switzerland, and 
Italy, and preserved fruits 
from Austria. They are sold 
at exorbitant prices. 
Brushes— 
Common quality ... - 
Fine quality 
Cocoa and chocolate ... 
Cloths (drapa) ... eee .».| The consumption is very large. 
Seeds and medicinal herbs 
Paper = 
SIAM. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, from 
Peetemn tee H.M. Legation at Bangkok, a notification to 
Railwa. the effect that tenders will be received by the 
Pesta 4 Director-General of the Royal Siamese State 
, Railways, Bangkok, for the supply of the 

following permanent way materials :— 

30,000 tons of rails, 950 tons of dogspikes, 1,826 tons of fish- 
plates, 750 tons of bearing-plates, 270 tons of bolts and nuts, and 
10 tons of spring washers. 

Drawings and conditions of tender may be obtained on payment 
of 5 ticals at the office of the Royal Railway Department at 
Bangkok. 

Sealed tenders, with the inscription “ Tender for the Supply of 
Permanent Way Materials,’ must be forwarded before the 15th 
June next to the Director-General, as mentioned above. 

Specifications and drawings may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


ASIATIC TURKEY. 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Jeddah, 
Refri . states that there has been some talk there of 
efrigerating the need of establishing refrigerating machinery, 
and doubtless this boon would very quickly 
become a necessity not to Jeddah only but also 


Machinery at 
Jeddah. 
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ASIATIC TURKEY—continued. 


to Mecca; and the undertaking ought to prove most successful. 
But capital appears to be extremely shy and no one is willing to 
incur any risk whatever. 


The British Vice-Consul at Hodeida reports that boots and shoes, 

hardware, crockery and cutlery, such as are 

te pe imported in the Yemen, are principally of 

Austro-Hungarian manufacture. Though of 

nde inferior quality, owing to their cheapness, they 

find a very favourable market. There is no reason, he adds, why 

British firms should not compete in these classes of goods, more 

especially if they study the tastes of buyers by sending out 

— travellers occasionally. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,926.) 


MEXICO. 


According to a report by the Belgian Legation at Mexico City, 
published in the “ Bulletin Commercial,” of 24th 
Coal. January, the stocks of coal in Mexico are at 
present very low. The coal industury in that 
country does not seem likely to develop greatly, on account of the 
inferior quality of the product at present obtained, and the demand 
for this article is becoming in consequence very great. The 
population, it is said, is growing alarmed at the increasing price of 
coal which in a few days has doubled. From 0-75 piastres a sack, 
equal to 3 piastres a carga (carga equals 404 lbs.) it has 
reached 1°50 piastres a sack or 6 piastres the carga (about 2/. 12s. 
aton). The scarcity of coal is attributed to two causes, viz., the 
operations of the monopolists, and the lack of means of transport. 
The National Mexican and the Central Railway Companies are 
refusing to supply the necessary waggons because they are needed 
in connection with repairs and extensions on those lines. 
The report adds that many families in the city whose resources 
are small.are now adopting petroleum or benzine for fires. 


ARGENTINA. 


According to the “ Review of the River Plate” (Buenos Ayres) of 

Electric Lighting the 27th December last, the Intendente of 

Sheet aed Buenos Ayres has resolved to substitute the 

Supplies. actual gas lighting in the streets of Belgrano 

PP for that of electricity in the central zone of that 

suburb. Sixty-two arc lamps with a monthly consumption of 
10,000 kilowatts, it is said, would be installed. 


| | 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


BELGIUM. 


According to the French “ Journal Officiel” of the 23rd January, 
International Exhibition of Food Products and 
sa hal of the Culinary Art will be held at Ghent in 
Exhibition of 
March next, under the patronage of the Belgian 
: Minister of Industry. The exhibition will 
and Culinary Art 
at Ghent consist of 18 groups, comprising everything 
sa that pertains to articles of food and their pre- 
paration, as well as the utensils used in the kitchen. Table services 
(linen, plate, &c.) will also find a place in the exhibition, and a 
special section will be reserved for domestic teaching of the 
culinary art. | 
The exhibition will be open from the 12th to the 30th March. 
Intending exhibitors should address the “ Secretariat-General de 
YExposition, Boulevard de l’Escaut, 51, Gand,” where full 
particulars may be obtained. 


SWEDEN. 


The same issue of the “ Journal Officiel” also announces that an 
, Automobile Exhibition is being organised at 
mniebile Stockholm and will be held in the month of 
"Stockholm May next. The exhibition is intended more 
s especially for motor carriages and vehicles for 
industrial purposes, but will also include motor cycles and their 
accessories. The industries connected with the automobile 
industry will also be represented at the exhibition. Applications 
for space must reach the Directorate of the Exhibition, Idrottsparc, 
Stockholm, before the month of April. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade have received from Mr. George F. Parker, the 

Furies of the Resident Representative in the United King- 

St. Louis Exhibi- dom for the Universal Exhibition at St, Louis, 

poral particulars relating to the selection of jurors, 

the constitution and work of the juries, and the 

arrangements made with regard to the work of adjudging the 
exhibits and allotting awards. 

These particulars may be seen by persons interested on applica- 
tion at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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THE TREND OF BRITISH SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE 
(1897-1901). 


The Statistical Registers of the Trade of Cape Colony and Natal 
for 1901 afford a means of determining to some extent the trend 
of British South African trade during the last five years, and it 
may be interesting to compare the increase or decrease of the 
trade of British South Africa with the United Kingdom and other 
parts of the British Empire, as compared with that with other 
countries. [For previous article on this subject, see ‘“ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 5th December, 1901, pp. 442-4. ] 

Cape Colony.—The following tables show the value of the 
imports into, and exports from, Cape Colony in each of the years 
1897-1901, distinguishing the trade with the British Empire, 
Germany and the United States of America :— 

Imports* into Cape Colony (exclusive of Specie). 


From— * 1897. 1898. 1899. 1900. 1901. 
£ £ £ & 
United Kingdom __...|12,839,000 [11,443,000 | 9,912,000 |11,052,000 {13,803,000 
Other parts of British 
Empire . sf 883,000 | 1,048,000 | 1,448,000 | 2,478,000 | 8,246,000 
Total British Empire|13,722,000 [12,491,000 |11,360,000 |13,530,000 {17,049,000 ; 
Germany 819,000 | 761,000 | 733,000 | 551,000 | 806,000 
United Statesof America| 2,097,000 | 2,180,000 | 2,085,000 | 1,773,000 | 1,921,000 
Other countries... ...| 1,294,000 | 1,189,000 | 1,193,000 | 1,308,000 | 1,640,000 


Total... {17,932,000 |16,621,000 |15,371,000 |17,162,000 |21,416,000 


* Inclusive of articles imported for the Colonial Government, but not Imperial 
Government imports, of which no account is kept. Goods imported by sea for 
transit into the interior are also included, but gold imported overland for ship- 
ment at Cape ports is excluded. 


Exports + from Cape Colony (exclusive of Specie). 


To— 1897, 1898. 1899, 1900. 1901. 


..|19,019,000 |23,969,000 |22,648,000 | 6,854,000 | 9,935,000 


United Kingdom 
Other parts of British 
Empire 83,000 | 113,000 | 188,000 | 238,000 | 264,000 
Total British Empire/19,102,000 |24,082,000 |22,836,000 | 7,092,000 |10,199,000 
Germany os As 39,000 50,000 48,000 36,000 | 120,000 
United Statesof America} 50,000 29,000 22,000 22,000 8,000 
Other countries... ---| 245,000 | 262,000 | 341,000 | 497,000} 393,000 
---|19,436,000 24,423,000 |23,247,000 | 7,647,000 |10,720,000 


{ Exclusive of imports of dutiable and free goods re-exported overland. 
Although the value of the exports to the United Kingdom in 
1901 was nearly half as much again as in the previous year, there 
is still a decline of 124 millions as compared with the year 1899. 
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The following table shows the value of the exports of gold, 
diamonds and wool in each of the last three years :— 


1899. 1900. 1901. 
£ £ 
337,000 | 1,226,000 
Diamonds ...  ... 4,136,000 | 3,434,000 | 4,980,000 
838,000 | 1,489,000 
All other articles ... 8,11,000 | 3,038,000 | 3,075,000 


Total... 28,247,000 | 7,647,000 | 10,720,000 


From the first two tables it will be seen that the value of the 
imports into Cape Colony from all parts of the British Empire 
formed about 76 per cent. of the whole import trade in 1897, 
75 per cent, in 1898, 74 per cent. in 1899, nearly 79 per cent. in 
1900, and nearly 80 per cent. in 1901. Germany’s share was 
about 44 per cent. in 1897, 1898, and 1899, 3 per cent. in 1900, 
and nearly 4 per cent. in 1901. The United States of America 
were responsible for about 12 per cent. of the imports in 1897, 
13 per cent. in 1898 and 1899, 10 per cent. in 1900, and only 
9 per cent. in 1901. As regards the exports, about 98 per cent. 
went to the British Empire in 1897, 99 per cent. in 1898, 98 per 
cent. in 1899, 92 per cent. in 1900, and about 95 per cent. in 1901. 

In thus comparing the figures some allowance must be made for 
the fact that part of the trade to and from foreign countries is 
most probably carried in transit via a British port, and so credited 
to the United Kingdom in the trade accounts. . 


Imports into Natal (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


From— 1897, 1898. 1899, 1900. 1901. 


United Kingdom «».| 4,173,000 | 3,713,000 | 3,494,000 | 3,726,000 | 6,523,000 
Other parts of British 


Empire .| + 351,000 468,000 | 695,000 | 1,146,000 | 1,479,000 
Total British Empire ...| 4,524,000 | 4,181,000 4.189,000 4,872,000 | 8,002,000 
Germany oe «| 235,000 219,000 | 206,000 164,000 | 312,000 
United Statesof America} 650,000 587,000 560,000 538,000 719,000 


Other countries... | 575,000 336,000 399,000 337,000 523,000 


Total ... _...| 5,984,000 | 5,323,000 | 5,354,000 | 5,911,000 | 9,556,000 


NoTe.—Goods imported by sea for transit into the interior are included, but goods 
imported overland are excluded. 


| 
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Exports from Natal (exclusive of Specie). 


To— 1897. 1898. 1899. 1900. 1901. 
& & & & & 
United Kingdom 591,000 | 845,090 | 776,000} 164,000 | 937,000 
Other parts of British 
Empire 65,000 | 149,000 | 364,000 | 437,000 | 471,000 


Total British Empire} 656,000 | 994,000 | 1,140,000 | 601,000 | 1,408,000 


Germany... ... 4,000|  18,000| 414,000 5,000 | ‘115,000 
United States of America| 1,000 1,000 
Other countries... ...) 340,000 | 234,000 | 173,000] 307,000 | 542,000 


Totals* ... 1,031,000 | 1,246,000 | 1,728,000 | 917,000 | 2,065,000 

* Including bunker coal and ships’ stores, but excluding goods exported overland. 

The tables given above show that in Natal as in Cape Colony 
the British Empire holds the predominant place as regards the 
total value of the trade. The increase in the value of the exports 
from Natal to Germany from 5,000/. in 1900 to 115,000/. in 1901 
is entirely due to the value of sheep’s wool (108,000/.) exported in 
the latter year. 


PROGRESS OF JAPANESE RAILWAY ENTERPRISE, 

In a recent report, the United States Consul at Yokohama states 
that in 1870, when the Government of Japan decided to construct a 
railway connecting the old and the new capital—Kyoto and Tokyo 
—it accepted British assistance for the inauguration of the work. 
Although the project was devised to connect the capitals, the 
necessity for having railway communication between the present 
capital and its seaport, Yokohama, and also between the former 
capital and its seaport, Kobé, caused these two lines to be built 
before carrying out the plan for the main trunk line. The Satsuma 
rebellion, which broke out in 1876, caused a suspension of activity 
in railway construction, and it was not until 1890, 20 years after 
the inception of the plan, that the railway connecting the former 
and the present capital was opened for traffic. 

These first lines were constructed and equipped by the British, 
and of course followed British standards throughout, and on the 
main island, where these lines are, no other type than that of the 
English engine was even thought of for many years. In Kiushu, 
the large island at the south, the first railways were built about 
1881, and in the Hokkaido, at the north, at nearly the same time, 
the Germans constructing and equipping the former, while the 
latter were in charge of American engineers, who procured all 
their supplies from the United States. Three standards of railway 
equipment were thus introduced into the Empire, the British 
having the advantage of being first in the field and of being 
_ established in the island, which, both from its size and from its 
including nearly all the important commercial cities of the Empire, 
would require much the greatest mileage. 


i 
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There was no marked change in the conditions thus introduced 
into Japanese railway affairs, the standards of each nation con- 
tinuing to predominate in the island where they were introduced 
until 1897, when 125 locomotives were ordered from America for 
the Imperial and Nippon Railways in the main island, the Nippon 
being the most important of the private railway companies. Since 
that time, the importation of English locomotives has never greatly 
exceeded that of American. 

Of the private lines, the Kiushu and the Sanyo Railways are 
next in importance to the Nippon, and these were the first after 
thé Hokkaido to order locomotives from America. A representa- 
tive of the Sanyo Railway stated that the principal reasons for 
preferring American engines are the lower price and shorter time 

uired for filling orders. 

n Kiushu Island, about 50 German locomotives were supplied 
at first, but the use of the German engine in Japan practically 
stopped there, as very few have been brought from that country 
since, and the small volume of business they still hold in this 
direction is said to be due to the employment of German engineers 
at the Government iron foundry at Wakamatsu. 

From 1897 to 1901, the Government railways of Japan per- 
mitted tenders for building their locomotives only from British 
makers, because they were persuaded of the superior qualities of 
the English engines, but in the last-mentioned year the Schenectady 
Works of the American Locomotive Company were added to the 
list of approved makers. 

‘In connection with the foregoing, it may be of interest to note 
that, according to figures based upon the Government reports on 
the Japanese railways, and published in the “Sun Trade Journal” 
(Tokio) of 5th December, 1902, at the end of the fiscal year 1901-02, 
the total railway mileage in Japan, state and private lines combined, 
was 5,854 miles, and the total capital amounted to 460,768,544 yen. 
The mileage of the Government railways was 2,043 miles, with a 
capital of 186,603,544 yen, while the private railway mileage was 
3,810 miles, with a capital of 274,165,000 yen. There were at the 
same period 4,026 miles of the railways opened to traffic. 

Japan had at this time 1,350 engines, 4,529 passenger cars, and 
19,820 waggons. Compared with the corresponding figures of the 
previous year, the engines showed an increase of 71, passenger 
cars of 113, and waggons of 1,483. 

The total number of passengers carried in the year 1901-02 was 
111,211,208, and the quantity of goods carried 14,409,752 tons. 
Compared with the corresponding figures of the previous year, 
there was a decrease in the number of passengers of 2,499,663, 
or 2:2 per cent., but an increase of 8,232 tons, or 1 per cent., in 
the quantity of goods carried. 

The traffic receipts amounted to 48,404,547 yen, and the 
expenses to 23,439,177 yen, as compared with 44,934,394 yen 
and 20,723,264 yen respectively in the year 1900-01. 

Yen = 2s. 04d. 


i 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


CEYLON. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “‘ Ceylon Govern- 
ment Gazette” dated 3rd January, 1903, con- 
taining a draft of a proposed Ordinance 
fiieiiaiatiles amending the Law relating to the general 
regulation of Customs, and the duties leviable 

on articles imported into Ceylon. 

The proposed alterations in the rates of duty as at present in 
force under the “ Customs Duties Amendment Ordinance of 1898” 
are not numerous, the articles principally affected being arrow- 
root, tapioca, metals, and stationery. 

It is also proposed to admit free of duty, liquid fuel, the product 
of petroleum, with a flashing point not under 150° (instead of 
200°) test. 

A copy of the proposed Ordinance may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of 'the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
oa the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 

p-m.). 


NORWAY. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

copy of a Bill containing certain proposed 

ee alterations in the Norwegian Customs Tariff 

Tariff and and Customs Regulations which, if approved 

tio by the Storthing, are to come into force on the 

Bepeiations. 1st April next. The following is the substance 
of the proposed changes :— 


I. Proposed Changes in Provisions respecting Tonnage Dues. 
(Preliminary Regulations to Tariff § 9.) 


The first paragraph of § 9 is to be amended to read as follows :— 

“ §9. Tonnage and lighthouse dues shall be levied on vessels 
“‘ which import goods into Norway at the rate of 80 dre (103d.) 
‘* per ton, and on vessels which export goods from Norway, at the 
“ rate of 50 dre (6$d.) per ton, but in such a way that on the space 
“occupied in outgoing ships by stone containing metallic 
** components, only 25 dre (33d.) per ton shall be charged.” 

In connection with the above, Sub-section C 1 of Section 9 is to be 
altered so as to discontinue the deduction hitherto accorded in the 
matter of tonnage and lighthouse dues for the space occupied in 


\ 
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Proposed Tariff Changes. 


outgoing ships by hewn or unhewn stone containing metallic 
components other than apatite. 

H.M. Consul-General at Christiania mentions that this change, 
if adopted, will affect vessels shipping iron ore from the Ofoten 
and Dunderland districts. 


II. Proposed Changes in Customs Tariff. 


(NoTE.—Additions to headings and new headings are printed in 
italic type.) 


Tariff No. 


Classification. 


Existing 
Rates, 


Pro 
New Rates. 


English 
Equivalents 
of Proposed 
New Rates. 


75 
79 


113 


145 


Brushmakers’ wares and 
brooms— 

1. Of rushes, twigs or 
other vegetable fibre, as 
wellas metal brushes for 
boilers and engines 

3. Of pigs’ bristles or 
other hair, as well as of 
wire— 

a. 1n wood or metal... 
Carbide of calcium-— Carbide 
of silicium is to be added 
to this heading sa 
Mushrooms, truffles, and 
other edible fungi with the 
immediate wrappings 
Electrical apparatus— 

a. Dynamos, motors, and 
transformers, cut-outs, 
safety apparatus, 
see under Machinery. 

b. Electrical meters, volt 
meters, ampere meters, 
watt - meters, galva- 
nometers, and isolation 
meters—see wnider In- 
struments IIa, 

Fruits— 

4, Fruits and fruit peel in 
sugar, candied, or pre- 
served in brandy, pre- 
serves not otherwise pro- 
vided for, *[excepting in 
hermetically closed re- 
ceptacles], including im- 
mediate wrapping ove 


[* It is proposed to omit the 
words between brackets. ] 


Kr. Ore. 


Kilog. 0 07 


Kilog. 1 00 


75 


Kr. Ore. 


Kilog. 0 15 


Free 


Kilog. 0 60 


The duty is 
changed. 


Cwt. 


to remain un- 


33 & d. 
| wt. 0 8 
| ” 0 40; 0 50] » 18 3 
Free = Free 
83 
11 
= 
= 
| ” 0 
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Tariff No. 


Classification. 


Existing 
Rates. 


Bogiish 
Proposed quivalents 
New Rates. of Pro 

New Rates. 


157 


158 


203 


216 


Glass and glass ware— 
1. Bottles, flasks of all 
kinds, neither polished, 
ow nor otherwise 

a. or 
dark brown glass, in- 
cluding beer bottles of 

all kinds 


b. Of other glass. 


te receptacles— 
c. Asparagus, toma- 
toes, and artichokes, 
also in hermetically 
closed receptacles... 


2. Prepared in hermeti- 
cally closed or air-tight 
receptacles, of metal, 
glass, or earthenware 
txcluding immediate 


wrapping 
3. Other, including dried 
vegetables... oye deo 


Instruments — 
I. Musical— 
a, Pianos— 
1, Grand ose 
2. Square or upright.. 
1I. Other instruments— 

a. Technical apparatus for 
measuring and control- 
ling, such as manometers, 
tachometers, indicators, 
water gauges, gas meters, 
electrical meters, volt- 
meters,ampere meters, watt 
meters,  galvanometers, 
and isolation meters... 


b. Other instruments not 
specially mentioned ... 


Kilog. ,0 02 
» 0 06 


” 0 60 


Each 100 00 


Dutiable as 
manufactures 
of the compo- 
nent material 


” ” 


&s. d. 


} The duties are to remain 
unchan: 


The duty is to remain un- 
changed. 


Kilog. 0 25|Cwt. 014 1 


The duty is to remain un- 
changed 


Each 150 00; Each 8 


Ad val, 10°, | Ad val, 10 °f, 


Dutiable as manufactures 


of the component material 


206. 
| 
Kr, Ore! Kr., Ore. 
(| = 
Vege’ tchen- 
] garden produce, edible— 
| 1. Fresh or salted, in- 
. cluding weight of im- 
m 
= 
| 
206 
» 60 00 0 0 
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E Proposed E ts 
xisting quivalen 
: Classification. Rates. New Rates. | of Pro 
i New Rates. 
Kr. Ore. Kr. ore| & 8. d 


Earth and clay, and manu- 
factures thereof— 

243 | 11. Emery and imitations 
thereof for polishing pur- 
poses, such as carborun- 
dum, electrite, Fe., either 
moulded or stamped... | Kilog. 0 10 The —“_/ is to remain un- 
255 | Telescopes and microscopes, 
as well as photographic 
hand cameras with fixed 
lenses, with or without 
cases, including weight of 
the immediate packing ... - 2 00 The duty is to remain un- 
changed. 
357 | Comestibles in hermetically 
sealed or in _ air-tight 
receptacles. 

[This heading is to be 

struck out. 

361 | Machinery (eacept agricul- 
& tural machinery and parts 
362 | of the same), including cap- 
stans and hoisting cranes, 
dynamos, transformers, 
cut-outs and safety appara- 
tus, as well as parts of these 
machines, provided that 
they are not made of iron 
plates 3 mm. thick or more; 
bands for maehinery and 
transmission belts... «.. Free Ad val. | Ad val. 5°, 
(Except dyna- 
mos and trans- 
formers ad} 


val. 5 °/,) 
[NoTE.—Parts of machines, 
also unfinished, pay a duty 
of 5 °|, ad val., provided 
that they are not entered 
under a heading under 
which the duty is at a lower 
rate or no duty is payable. | 
Packing for machinery, fric- 
tion bands and agricul- 
tural machinery ‘and parts 
of the same... sa see Free Free Free 
Metals— 
II. Manufactures of 
metals— 
A. Of various metals— 
379 lla. Tools and imple- 
ments for arts, trades 
or navigation, so far 
as they are not speci- 
ally mentioned else- 
with or with-|¢ Free ~|4 
out handles... =... Ad val. 5 Ad val. 5°, 
4. Tools and imple- 
ments for agricul- 
tural purposes _ ‘Free Free 
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Tariff No. 


Classification. 


Existing 
Rates, 


English 
Proposed Equivalents 
New Rates. 


403 


477 


479 


Metals (continued)— 
C. Iron— 

6. Nails and nails of 
iron wire, tenter and 
other hooks, less than 
45 mm. in length, as 
well as shoemakers’ 
brads sed 

7. Nails and nails of 
iron wire, tenter and 
other hooks, of a 
length of 45 mm, and 
more, as well as horse- 
shoe and other nails 

11. [It is proposed to 
aad the following 
articles to this head- 
ing]— 

“ Pumps, air-venti- 
lators, balusters, 
and trellis-work ” 

[A few unimportant 
additions and changes 
are also proposed in 
the articles comprised 
under sub-headings 
14 and 15. 

The note to No. 413 is 


amended to read as fol- |. 


lows— 

Note. — Knives wherein 
are pen-knife blades 
shall be considered as 

m-knives. pen- 

ife blades shall be con- 

sidered also implements 

of such a form as can 

easily be transformed 
into pen-knife blades. 

Paper and manufactures 

thereof-— 

6. b. Crochet, knitting, 
embroidery, and simi- 
lar patterns, pattern- 
books, &c., paper bags, 
and the like, so far as 
not subjected to a 
higher duty, frames, 

d. Blank forms, vignettes, 
labels, introduction 


cards, advertisements, 
parlour games, and 


congratulation cards, 
also serviettes and 


8, if mounted with 
lithographs, prints, Sc, 


Kr, Ore. 


Kilog. 0 04 


» 0 05 


Kr. Ore. a 


Kilog. 0 10|Cwt.0 5 8 


The duty is to remain un- 
changed. . 


399 
| | 
4 
4 
if 
| 
” 0 50 | ” ” ” = 
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Tariff No. 


Classification, 


Existing 
Rates. 


English 
Equivalents 
of Proposed 
New Rates. 


553 


572 
601 


641 


Skins and hides— 
C. With hair or feathers, 
for pelisses— 
a. Undressed— 
@ Of cattle, buffaloes, 
orses, goats, sheep 
(with Fangs exception 
of grey Crimea and 
real Kalmuck, Persia, 
astrakhan, and 
Thibet) skins of deer, 
Toes, does, elk, rein- 
deer, kangaroo, hares, 
seals, black foxes and 
blue "fowes, martens, 
and otters ... 
[Black and blue foxes 
and otters are conse- 
quently to be omitted 
from sub-section (2) 
under which they were 
dutiable at 2 kr. per 
kilog. 
Stone and manufactures 
thereof— 
6. Cement one 
Tea .. ove 
The following tare rates 


gross 
weight of which does 

not exceed 50 hilogs. 

Lined with lead, 22 °/, 

former rate 25 ed 
Other, 16°}, [former 

rate 
To 

Tobacco sauce... 


“| Watches— 


(1) Ladies’ and other 
watches, including 
pocket chronometers. 

a. Ingoldcases.... 
In silver cases... 
= kinds of 


(5) Wooden cases... 
Yolks of eggs, salt, for use 
in currying... 


eee 


Kr, Ore. 


Free 


100 kilogs.0 20 
kilog. 2 00 


Not previously 
specified 


Not previously 
specified 


& 


The duty is to remain un- 
changed, 


100 kilogs. 0 80} Ton 0 3 4 
The duty is to remain un- : 
changed. 


Kilog. Cwt. 111 1 


SS 88 
wre wa 


” 
Kilog. 


| | 
Kr. or| 
are proposed— 
New 
Heal | 
ing 
= 
Each 1 00|Each 5 
” ‘ 00 » 2 
1 
643 As “manufac- | J 0 
tures of wood” 
head- | 


210. THE’ BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Jan. 29; 1908, 


TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of a Protocol made under Article 22 of 


Po ate the South African Customs Union Convention 
Br ae : ~d of 1898, respecting the imposition of duties on 
on canis beer brewed within the Union. 
PS wearer The Governments of the Cape of Good Hope, 
Natal, Basutoland and the Bechuanaland Pro- 
ss : tectorate have assented to the addition of the 
to the Convention. 


Protocol to the South African Customs Union 
Convention, the purport of which is as follows :— 

Any Colony or Territory within the Customs Union may at any 
time levy and impose a Customs duty upon the importation of ale . 
and beer brewed in any other part of the Union, provided :— 

(a) That such duty shall not exceed the Excise duty at the same 
time levied and imposed in such Colony or Territory upon ale and 
beer brewed there. 

(b) That upon proof of payment elsewhere within the Union of 
any Excise duty in respect of any ale or beer so imported, the 
amount of Customs duty shall be reduced by the amount of Excise 
duty so paid elsewhere. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 252 of the “‘ Board of 
: Trade Journal” for 6th November, 1902, the 

Free a Board of Trade have received a. copy of the 
Presi f “Commonwealth of Australia Gazette,” dated 
N “ey { 5th December, 1902, which contains an amended 
a Bye-Law of the 29th November, 1902, relating 


bel to the importation of accoutrements, &c., for 
. naval and military uniforms into the Australian 
Commonwealth. 


The following is the full text of the Bye-Law as amended :— 

“* Accoutrements, badges, buttons, braid and lace, for naval and 
“ military uniforms, may be delivered for home consumption free 
“ of duty, provided the Collector is first satisfied that such goods 
“ are intended to be forthwith so used, and that security to the 
“ satisfaction of the Collector is also first furnished to him that the 
“ same shall be so used, and that within one year from date of such 
“ delivery proof shall be given to, and to the satisfaction of, the - 
“ Collector that such goods have been so used. The delivery may 
“ be made on importation or from any warehouse. On any default 
“the duty is to be paid on the goods in respect of which the 
“ default is made, and this is to satisfy the default.” 


. 
| 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—continued. 

The Board of Trade have also received a copy of a Regulation 
Woenchesiee (No. 129) dated the 27th November, 1902, 
ag repealing as from lst December, 1902, sub- 

: section 8 and 4 of Regulation 8 of the Regula- 

tions made under the Customs Act of 1901, relating to the scale 

of licence fees for warehouses. 

The following is the text of the Regulation in question :— 
In Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Hobart, Adelaide, and Port 
Adelaide, Perth and Fremantle, the annual fees to be charged for 
warehouses, where the whole or half the services of the locker are 
not required, shall be according to the following scale :— 


£ 

For warehouses having a tonnage capacity under 250 tons ... me ee 
” ” of 250 tonsand under 500 tons 30 

” ” ” ” of 500 1,000 ,, 40 


” 
” ” ¥ of 1,000 tonsandover ... 
In places other than those specified, the annual fees to be 
charged for licences for warehouses where the whole or half the 
services of a locker are not required shal! be according to the 
above scale, but so that the amounts of the fees shall be three- 
fourths of the above amounts. 


The tonnage capacity of each warehouse shall be calculated at 
the rate of 40 cubic feet to the ton, but so that not more than 
10 feet above the level of each floor shall be included in the 
tonnage capacity. 

The services of a locker when required shall be paid for at the 
rate of 2s. per hour or part thereof. 


NEW ZEALAND. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ New Zealand 
Gazette” for 4th December, 1902, which 
Tariff Decisions, contains an Order of the Commissioner of 
Trade and Customs, dated 3rd December, 
1902 (No. 700), notifying the following Decisions under the 
Customs Import Tariff of New Zealand :— 


Rates of 
Articles, and how classed. Import Duty. 
Antiseptic (or sanitary) towels, “ mene ”— 
As apparel eee eve 25 °/, ad val. 
Duresco”’ water paint— 
As paints not otherwise enumerated ... Free. 


Emery covers for india-rubber buffers (part of bootmaking 
machine)— 
As machinery not otherwise enumerated... bes | 20°%, ad val, 
Goffering irons (claimed as “ artificers’ tools ”)— 


As hardware 20 , 
*Leather “ Tan-hide 

As leather not otherwise enumerated ... = _ i 1d. per |b. 
Pyjama girdles— 

Vermin-choker (Mc Dougal’s)— 

As chemicals not otherwise enumerated 6B, -« 


Wooden mould for confectioner’s or pastrycook’s use— 
As woodenware not otherwise enumerated ... 


* Kevised Decision. 


212 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Jan. 29, 1908. 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


PROTECTORATE OF SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 
On p. 227 will be found a notice of the Southern Nigeria Spirit 
Licence Amendment Proclamation which came 


into operation on Ist January, 1903. This 
of Spirits, Proclamation provides that no person, other 


than the holder of a general or wholesale 
licence granted under tke “ Spirit Licence Proclamation of 1901,” 
shall import spirits into the Protectorate of Southern Nigeria. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Native Currency 

Restriction of Proclamation, 1902” (No. 14 of 1902), which 

assented to by the High Commissioner of 

fB pe a the Protectorate of Southern Nigeria on the 

Manillas September, 1902, and came into force 
on the Ist December of that year. 

This Proclamation provides for the prohibition of the importa- 
tion into the Protectorate of Southern Nigeria of any manillas 
(pieces of metal of a horseshoe shape used by the Natives as 
currency) or brass-rods used as currency, except with the sanction 
in writing of the High Commissioner. 

Any person importing any kind of brass-rods into Southern 
Nigeria for purposes, other than for use as currency, must make a 
declaration on oath before a District Commissioner or other officer, 
as may be directed by the High Commissioner, that they are not 
to be used, sold, or parted with by the importer in any way what- 
ever for use as currency, and must state in such declaration the 
purposes for which the brass-rods are imported. 


The Proclamation further provides for brass-rods and all kinds 
Rate of of manillas to be accepted in all Native markets 
Exchange of as legal tender, and fixes the rate of exchange 
Seiten en | which brass-rods will be current in all Native 
Manillas markets and other places within the Protectorate, 

. and of manillas in all Native markets only. 

By an Order dated 30th November, 1902 (No. 6 of 1902), the 
rates of exchange of various kinds of manillas were revised. 

The following is a complete statement of the rates of exchange 
fixed by the Native Currency Proclamation and by the Order 
made thereunder :— 

4 Brass-rods... oun 
16 Atorni or Wa-a-hono manillas 
24 Ama-ogono-igbiki manillas 
12 Prince or Abbie manillas... 

4 Perekule or Ono-odo manillas 

6 Awo-nawo or Awirawu manillas... 


shilling sterling. 


1 
1 
1 ” 
1 
1 
1 


| 
‘ 
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ZANZIBAR PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of certain “ Liquor Regulations,” which 
Se ae into force 19th November, 1902, 
for the importation and sale of 
F ermented, distilled and alcoholic liquors in 

the Islands of Zanzibar and Pemba. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Regulations in question 
such liquors may only be imported for the use of the non-native 
population. 

No person may import liquor for the purpose of sale without 
having a license therefor, costing 100 rupees per annum, and it 
is laid down that no person is entitled to demand a license as a 
right. 

, duty at the rate of 2 rupees per gallon at 50 deg. of the Gay- 
Lussac alcoholometer at the temperature of 15 deg. C. shall 
be imposed on all distitled liquors imported for sale or use into 
the'islands of Zanzibar and Pemba. ‘The duty will be augmented 
proportionately for each degree above 50 deg., and diminished 
proportionately for each degree below 50 deg. 

It is further provided that alt such liquors consigned to 
importers in the said islands, and actually in transit at the time 
these Regulations came into force, are to be admitted at the 
rate (5 per cent. ad valorem) previously existing. 

The import duty on wines and beers, and other fermented 
alcoholic liquors, will remain at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

The above Regulations are not to apply to “tembo” or other 
liquors habitually drawn or manufactured by natives. 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Modification of ’ copy of a French Presidential Decree dated the 
Co ti 11th January, and published in the “ Journal 
‘sien on Officiel” for the 18th January, altering the 
rates of the consumption duties hitherto 


leviable in Madagascar. The following is a statement of the 
duties as now fixed :— 
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Article. Unit. Duty. 
Frs. Cts. 
Common wines of a strength of 14°{ In casks. hectolitre (a) 5 00 
less. | In bottles bottle (6) O 05 
mmon ofas more 
In casks. hectolitre 15 00 
bottle 0 50 
Champagne and sparkling wines ... { j-bottle 0 28 
Cider and perry om bottle () 10 
Beer { In casks hectolitre 5 00 
Liqueurs In casks ... des owe  hectolitre 60 00 
In bottles... bottle (4) 1 00 
Rum, brandy, absinthe, other beverages and | ( Hectolitre 
alcohol of all kinds, ~ and nt of pure 300 00 
other non-natural wines . alcohol 
Refined sugar... ope -.. | Kilog. net wgt. 0 05 
i eee eee eee 7 5 
Other vegetable oils .. 0 10 
Opium 15 00 
eat, salted or ‘preserved, pork butchers’ wares. of 0 05 
Dried fish of kinds, salted or smoked, pre- 
served in a natural condition, marinated rm 0 05 
Vegetables preserved in tins ibe bie abe % 0 10 
Sea salt, marsh salt, rock salt = sap io 34 0 05 
Gunpowder, petards, fireworks... 1 00 
Tissues of all kinds ... Ad val. Sag 1 
and other mineral lighting 
oils eee Kilog. net wet. 0 10 
Playing cards... Pack 0 30 


(@) Or 5 centimes per litre. 

(2) Receptacle containing more than 50 centilitres and not more than 1 litre. 
If the receptacle contains less than 50 centilitres, the duty will be reduced by one 
half, if 2 contains more than 1 litre duty will be levied on the actual quantity 
contain 


TURKEY. 


A telegram has been received at the Board of Toate through the 

Forei Office, stating that Certificates of 

Origin for all goods are now again 

— required by the Turkish Customs Officials. 

°y- It is further stated that the present Grand 

Vizier has declined to allow any prolongation of the modus vivendi 

with Greece, which has expired, unless a new Iradé be obtained. 

The Greek Legation is trying to get this, and if successful, it is 
presumed Certificates of Origin will no longer be woquived. 


| 
| 
4 
4 
q 
| 
. 
| 
q 
] 
| 
| 
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PERSIA. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a telegram from H.M. Minister at 
Date of Operation Tehran, reporting that the new Persian Customs 
Tariff will f 

ms Tariff ariff will come into force on the 14th February. 
A further announcement will be published as 
soon as authentic information as to the details of the tariff has 

been received. 


CHILE. 

A copy has been the of through 
orei ce, of a new Valuation Tariff for 
ae the cane of assessing the amount of import 
y duties leviable upon goods imported into Chile. 
The new Tariff, which was to have come into force on the Ist 
January, may be consulted by persons interested at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., on any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


COLOMBIA. 

With reference to — Ms aad appeared in previcus issues 

of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and especial] 
a ae to the notice at p. 24 of the issue for the ist 

sated January, in which it was stated that the Decree 
of May 1901, increasing by 100 per cent. the Customs duties on 
all goods imported into the Republic was not to be applicable in 
the case of those ports where import duties were payable in silver 
coin 0°835 fine, the Board of Trade have now received, through 
the Foreign Office, copy of a further despatch from H.M. Legation 
at Bogota reporting that, although the Decree of May, 1901, is no 
longer applicable in the case of the ports referred to above, a 
subsequent Decree increasing import duties by 50 per cent. (see 
p. 602 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 26th June, 1902) is 
still in force and is applicable to all ports. 
' The despatch also states that Buenaventura has been added to 
the list of ports where duties are leviable in silver coin. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


CEYLON. 
The “ Ceylon aaron Gazette” of 3rd January contains the 
. text of a Government notification regulatin 

the use of the Colombo Patent Slip. 
he t Sli The “Gazette ” containing these regulations 
caeaaiiainia may be seen on application at the Commercial — 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 am. and 5 p.m. 

(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


| 


i 
i 
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EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Monthly Coastal Commissioner for the East Africa Protectorate, 
88 respecting the arrangements made for a 
chitin Task monthly coastal service between the East 
Biden Porte. Africa ports to be performed by a Zanzibar 
Government steamer alternately with the s.s. 
“Juba.” On the 15th or 16th of each month the s.s. “ Kilwa” or 
s.s. ‘‘ Barawa” will be despatched from Zanzibar and will call at 
Mombasa, Lamu, Kismayu and Benadir Coast and touch at the 
same ports on her return. The service was to commence in 
December last. 


RUSSIA. 


The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg ” of 2nd/ 15th January states that 

according to figures published by the Russian 
Railways in 1902. Ministry of Ways and Communications, the 

length of railways in Russia at the beginning 
of 1902 amounted to 53,279 versts (not including the Finland 
railway system, with 9,484 versts). During last year, 1,134 versts 
of new lines were opened for traffic, and there were 6,238 versts 
under construction. To these latter may be added 4,838 versts the 
construction of which was authorised during the year. 

NortE.—Verst equals 0°663 of a mile. 


In the report of the Russian Minister of Finance on the Budget of 
the Russian Empire for 1903, it is stated that 


Be. -onl the extraordinary expenditure for that year is 
1903. or estimated at 191,300,000 roubles. Of this 


amount, 166,000,000 roubles are assigned for 
the construction of railways by the State, and include 20,900,000 
roubles for the Circum-Baikal line and several other sections of the 
Siberian railways; 32,000,000 roubles for the Orenberg-Tashkend 
line ; 20,000,000 roubles for the second Catherine line; 35,000,000 
roubles for the Bologoi-Sedletz line; 33,000,000 roubles for 
the St. Petersburg-Viatka railway; 2,000,000 roubles for the 
St. Petersburg-Petrozavodsk line; 10,000,000 roubles for the 
Moscow Circular railway; and over 13,000,000 roubles for other 
lines. More than 9,000,000 roubles are assigned for advances to 
railway companies for construction ; the auxiliary undertakings in 
connection with the building of the Siberian railway will require 
3,400,000 roubles. 


| 
4 
i 
q 
q 
i 
| 
q 
q 
| 
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AUSTRALIA—WEST AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
, General for Western Australia a communication 

- a stating that the crushing returns for the 
ak toe 1902 month of December, 1902, for ail gold mining 
’ * companies in the State are as follows, the 

figures for December, 1901, being added for the sake of com- 


parison :— 


December, 1902. 


December, 1901. 


Ore treated... 
Yield of gold ... ve 
Average yield per ton... 


.| 1 oz, 2 dwts. 17 grs. 


175,763 tons 
199,846 ozs. 


137,867 tons 
179,964 ozs. 
1 oz. 6 dwts. 2 grs. 


The yield of gold for the 12 months ended December last, 


was 2,068,447 ozs., as compared with 1,810,277 ozs. in the year 
1901. 


CANADA-—BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


The “Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 10th 
' January, publishes the following estimate of 
ge aap the metal production of British Columbia in 
1902 1902, received through the courtesy of the 
, Provincial Mineralogist, to which has been 

added, for purpose of comparison, the actual output for 1901 :— 


Actual Output Estimated 

in 1901. Output in 1902. 
Placer gold... Dollars. 970,100 1,000,000 
Lode gold 4,348,603 4,600,000 
Silver... Ounces. 5,151,333 4,600,000 
Lead... ove ..- Pounds.| 51,582,906 26,000,000 
Copper ... ose 27,603,746 30,000,000 


The increase in copper, it is said, was mainly from the mines 
and smelters of the Boundary District. The decrease in lead and 
silver was the result of the depression in the Kootenay District. 


BURMA. 


In an article on the ruby deposits of Burma, the “ Pioneer Mail” 
(Allahabad) of 26th December states that rubies 

Ruby Deposits. have been mined in Burma and Siam from time 
immemorial, and it is probable that most of 

the historic rubies came from the Burmese mines. The Siamese 
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ruby districts are little known and scarcely explored, and it is 


probable that Burma will remain, for many years to come, as it is _ 


now, the chief ruby producing district of the world. 

The most important locality whence the stones are obtained is in 
the vicinity of the Mogok valley in Upper Burma, some 90 
miles north of Mandalay, amongst a range of hills 6,000 feet high. 
The chief mines at present worked are in the valleys of Mogok and 
Kyatprin, some 4,000 feet above the sea level. 

After the British annexation of Upper Burma, the ruby-bearing 
tract, it is said, was taken up by a British company, which has 
carried on operations ever since. At first mining was carried on 
in the calcspar formation near Kyatprin, but these operations 
proving unsuccessful, attention was turned to the great tracts of 
alluvial ground in the many valleys, nearly every one of which had 
been superficially “scratched” by the native miners. 

To explore and drain the deep alluvial deposits at as great a 
depth as possible, the system was adopted of driving up deep 
tunnels beneath and through the hard bars of gneissic rock which 
dam the mouths of these valleys. In one or two cases where this 
was impracticable, a pumping pit was sunk at the lower end of the 
valley and a powerful steam plant erected for draining the water. 

Both this and the tunnel method have been very successful, and 
large tracts of profitable ruby-bearing ground have been laid open 
and quarried or mined. 


It is pointed out that fuel is becoming scarce in the ruby-mining © 


districts, the wood having to be brought in from a constantly 
increasing distance, and in the near future it is probable that 
electrical plant will be adopted for power purposes, there being 
ample water power in the vicinity for generating the electricity 
required, 

he * Pioneer Mail” adds that sapphires are occasionally met 
with as well as rubies and other pretty, but not valuable, stones. 
Although the Mogok district is by no means worked out and is 
still extensive, other ruby-bearing tracts have been discovered of 
late years, notably at a place in the Chin country, some miles 
north-west of Mogoung, which may, at some future time, prove as 
important a ruby district as that at Mogok. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The following table, showing the output of gold in British Guiana 
in each of the last five years (year ended 

Ontpat of Gold 5144 March), is taken from the report on that 
que Diomends in Colony for 1901-02, recently issued by the 


1901-02. Colonial Office :— 


Hi 
a 
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Year. Output. 
Qzs. 


Considerable activity was shown in the search for diamonds ; 
the major part of the finds has been made in the Massaruni 
District, though some stones have also been found in the districts 
of the Potaro and Kuribrong Rivers. 

During the year ended 3lst March, 1902, 91,206 stones were 
registered as found, the weight being 8,227 carats. In the previous 
year 4,981 stones, weighing 740°6 carats, were registered. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to the “ Bulletin” of the American Iron and Steel 
Association, of the 10th January, returns 
Pos. stoner received direct from practically every loco- 
in 1902 motive and car building plant in the United 
States show that approximately 164,547 cars 
have been built in 1902, including cars for use on elevated rail- 
ways, but exclusive of street and other electric cars. This is 
considerably the largest record which has ever been made in the 
country and exceeds by 25,542 cars the output for 1901. These 
figures do not include cars built by railways at their own works. 
Of the cars recorded approximately 162,599 are for goods and 
1,948 for passenger service; 161,747 for domestic use, and 2,800 
for export. In 1901 the total number of cars built was 144,267, . 
which exceeded by 20,161 the recorded output for the year 1900. 
The 1901 figures included also 5,262 street cars. 

During the year 4,070 locomotives were built at the various 
locomotive plants in the country, against 3,384 in 1901. The 
number for 1902 includes 74 electric locomotives. These figures 
exclude locomotives made at railway works. 


MEXICO. 


According to a report by the French Minister at Mexico City 
ublished in the Moniteur Officiel du 
Coal ae ommerce” of 22nd January, the mineral 

State of prospectors sent to Mexico by American 
capitalists have for some time been directing: 


Durango. their efforts towards the discovery of coal 
deposits. Their attention was particularly called to the State of 
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Durango which has long been thought to possess rich veins of coal, 
and the first borings have led to the discovery at El Gallo, in the 
district of Mazas, of coal, of which the quality is said to be 
excellent. The French Minister adds that his private information 
confirms the announcement. Prospecting is at the present time 
being actively carried on in numerous districts of the same State, 
and if good results are obtained, it is said that the industrial 
conditions of Mexico would be totally changed. 


BRAZIL. 


A despatch dated 30th December has been received at the Foreign 
on Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Rio de 
_—- 1902 Janeiro, reporting that there has been a 
* considerable increase in the export of 

manganese ore from Brazil in 1902. 

Although official statistics for the past year are not yet 
available, the following figures compiled by the Consul-General 
from the register kept at the Consulate show approximately the 
quantities of manganese ore exported from Brazil in British 
bottoms :— 


1902 (35 vessels) se ... 143,720 tons ore. 
1901(21 ,, ) ... 84,837 


The official statistics for 1901 give the quantity of manganese 
ore exported during that year 98,828 tons, of which 96,199 tons 
were shipped from Rio. A certain quantity is carried in other 
foreign bottoms. 

The bulk of this export goes to the United States of America. 


AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
—_— from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 

A the week ended the 24th January, were as 
llow :-— 


Wheat... 208. Od. 

Barley... oe ove 248, 1d. 

Oats one we 168, 11d. 
For further particulars see p. 231. 


A statement is published on p. 232, showing the quantities of 
;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
UCe. week ended the 24th January, as well as of 

the imports during the corresponding week of 1902, 
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UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


The Board of are that the 
‘ the Argentine Republic have now authori 
oe the importation of live-stock into Argentina 

Live-stock to from the United Kingdom, provided that the 
Argentina. animals are accompanied by a certificate to be 
given by the Board in the terms prescribed by 
the Argentine regulations, and indorsed by one of the Argentine 
Consuls in this country. The Board have made arrangements 
whereby a vessel carrying live-stock from this country to the 
Argentine Republic will require one certificate only for the entire 
cargo of cattle and sheep, but separate certificates will be necessary 
’ for each shipment of horses or swine. Applications for certificates 
should be addressed to the Secretary, Board of Agriculture, 
4, Whitehall Place, London, S.W., by the owners. or agents of the 
vessel, who should state the name of the vessel, the name of the 
captain, the port of departure, and the number of cattle and sheep 
respectively on board. In the case of horses and swine, the name 
of the parish and county from which these animals came must also 
be given. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
a The Board of Trade have received from the India Office a copy of 
two tables and a diagram showing the move- 
———< ment of sugar prices in India from January, 
pce 1899 1899. It may be noted that countervailing 
. duties were imposed by the Indian Government 
on German and Austro-Hungarian sugar in March, 1899, and 
additional countervailing duties in June, 1902. 

The above-mentioned tables and diagram may be seen by 
persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., on any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


NORTHERN NIGERIA. 

In his report for 1901, recently issued by the Colonial Office, Sir 
F, Lugard, High Commissioner for Northern 
 beshnalioeael Nigeria, writes as follows :— 

Conaits - ' “T regret that it has not as yet been found 

; _— feasible to provide funds for the establishment 

of a Department for scientific research into the products of the 

Protectorate. This is most urgently needed, and would, I am 

confident, result in an increase of trade, for but little is known of 

the commercial products of the Haussa States. The duties of such 

-a department would extend to forestry, and the conservation of 

rubber, shea, and other trees of economic value, and the planting 

and supervision of the nurseries and botanic gardens for the intro- 
duction of new plants of economic value. 


A 
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“At the close of the year, Messrs. Elder, Dempster sent out 
@ consignment of cotton-seed, which was distributed to, and 
‘eagerly accepted by, the Chiefs of the different Provinces. I am 
watching the result with much interest, though, judging from the 
exhaustive and scientific experiments on the subject made by the 
Germans in Togoland, selected and improved local seed appears to 
produce better cotton for export than imported varieties. 

“No concessions for the collection of rubber, &c., have been 
granted, nor has any legislation regarding concessions or licenses 
for collection of vegetable products been instituted. Labour has 
been difficult to procure during the year, a result in part due to 
the call for carriers for the Aro expedition and for Bornu.” 


GRENADA. 


In the report for 1901 on the Colony of Grenada, it is stated that 
adie ih ‘ay the cotton crop, which is exclusively the staple 
Carri — of the Island of Carriacou, the chief dependency 
of Grenada, was satisfactory. The exports for 

the last three years were as follows :— 


Year. Cotton. Cotton-seed. Value. 
Cwt. Cwt. £ 
1899... 1,768 4,114 2,641 
1900... 2,628 5,334 4,622 
1901... bat 2,250 4,859 4,905 


An important movement in regard to this dependency was com- 


: . menced in 1901, the result of which should be 
far-reaching. The Government gave notice to 
‘tors in C <a certain owners of large properties there of their 


intention to acquire them under the provisions 
of a law passed with that object with the intention of re-selling 
in small lots for the settlement of peasant proprietors thereon. 
Since the collapse of the sugar industry in the Colony, say thirty 
years ago, the large sugar estates of those days in Carriacou have 
remained practically intact, of little use to their owners or to the 


‘community, and it has been most difficult for a peasant desiring 
to own land to invest his savings therein as has been so success- 


fully done.in Grenada. The policy of the Government will set 
free these lands, and in the course of the next few years it may 
reasonably be hoped that many hundreds of thriving lots will be 
under cultivation, placing the prosperity of this interesting island 


-on a-sound basis.. At the date of this report surveys are proceed- 
_ing on. the. first estate to be acquired—Beau-séjour—the area of 


which is about 700 acres. 
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GERMANY. 
The United States Consul at Chemnitz reports that a shipment of 
cotton has recently arrived on German soil 
theless possesses great interest in that it opens 
up wide possibilities for the future cotton import trade of Germany. 
This shipment consists of four bales of cotton, imported by the 
Saxon Spinners’ Union from German East Africa. The transac- 
tion was effected, it is said, through the Kolonialwirthschaftliche 
Kommittee, of Berlin. The Saxon Spinners’ Union has in the 
past imported shipments of considerable size from Togo, but this 
is the first shipment from East Africa. This cotton is said to be 
the first successful crop raised outside of Egypt which possesses 
the character of the Egyptian cotton, and if further efforts prove 
fortunate it is to be expected that German East Africa may become 
an important source of cotton for German mills. The colour of 
the cotton is said to be brownish-yellow and the fibre long and 
silky. 


PERSIA. 

According to a report by the Belgian Legation at Teheran 
published in the “ Bulletin Commercial ” 

Date Trade. (Brussels), the production of dates in Persia 

has been increasing for some years, especially 
along the Karun, where the land and the climatic conditions are 
exceedingly well suited to the culture of the different varieties of 
palms which bear this fruit. The largest proprietor in the date 
industry of Arabistan is the Sheikh Mozal, of Mohammerah. He 
it is who chiefly controls the sale of dates of all the growers of 
the district. 

Selling prices are calculated by means of a Turkish monetary 
unit called a “shani ” (154 shanis = 1/. Turkish = 18s.). In 1902, 
prices for the principal kinds of dates in baskets were quoted as 
follows: ‘“Sayer,” 200 shanis per 800 Tabreez batman* ; “ Kazradi,” 
240 shanis; “ Deyeri,” 280 shanis, and “ Holladi,” 300 shanis. 
Prices of “ Zahdi” are only nominal, owing to the very small 
quantities exported. Prices, however, vary 30 per cent. from one 
year to another, according to the state of the market and the 
importance of the crop. 

The sales are made at the time the crop is gathered, from the 
beginning to the end of September, or even before. 

e seller supplies the necessary matting for packing purposes, 
but other packings, for special quality fruit for example, are 
charged to the buyer; they arrive ordinarily from England and 
Austria in the form of planks with nails, oiled paper, iron hoops, 
&c., all ready for being rapidly put together on this spot. 

The quantity of fruit exported from the south of Persia cannot 
be given owing to the absence of statistics regarding trade by way 
of the River Karun. 

* Tabreez batman equals about 63 lbs. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 22nd January was 
Cotton Statistics. 102,770 and the number imported during the 
four weeks ended the 22nd J. anuary, was 
528,361. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended 
the 22nd January, 8,524 bales, and for the four pies di 46,437. 
For further details see p. 231. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The following table, showing the value of the trade of South 
. Australia from and to each country during the 
quarter ended 30th September last, is taken 
* from official statistics received from the 

collector of Customs at Port Adelaide :— 


Exports. 
From and to— Imports. oe Other 
Produce or Total, 
Produce or Manufacture 
Manufacture. 
£ £ £ 
United Kingdom ... aaa 538,373 116,457 83,603 200,060 
Commonwealth States... 750,946 633,643 361,258 994,901 
Other British possessions ... 61,835 29,196 148,465 177,661 
Foreign countries ... ee 238,940 76,751 83,548 160,299 
Total «| 1,590,094 856,047 676,874 1,532,921 
Total for corresponding 
quarter of 1901 . eee] 1,992,565 734,514 891,794 1,626,308 


GOLD COAST. 


The following table, showing the value of the imports into and 

exports from the Gold Coast during each of the 

Trade in 1901. _last five years, is taken from a report on that 
colony recently issued by the Colonial Office :— 


Year. Imports, Exports, Total Trade. 
& 
1897 ... eee ove eee 910,540 857,793 1,768,333 
1898 ... ose ose 1,101,546 992,998 2,094,544 
1899 ... ose eee ove 1,323,218 1,111,738 2,434,956 
1900 ... =e ose eee 1,294,963 885,446 2,180,409 
2 1,801,027 559,733 2,360,760 
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The value of the principal articles imported during the year 
1901, as compared with the preceding year, is shown in the 
subjoined statement :— 

1900, 1901, 

& 
Cotton 342,881 
Specie ... eee 195,922 205,663 
Machinery ae nee 29,197 81,337 
Wearing apparel ose oe 37,488 52,479 
Silk goods. 25,840 39,260 
Tobacco, manufactured and ‘unmanufactured res 25,141 84,017 
Beads ose an 23,546 28,453 
Building materials ove 22,592 25,989 
Wines mitt “MRO 10,122 19,740 
Spirits other than gin or rum 10,138 17,936 
Sugar ... OU 12,117 116,658 
Other articles .. 500,911 

Total imports £} 1,294,953 1,801,027 

The value of the principal ‘exports during each of the years 
1900 and 1901, was as follows :— 

1900, 1901, 
4 £ & 

Palm kernels ... 96,936 89,794 
Palm oil... ose ove wie 238,812 178,174 
Rubber . ave oes 328,156 104,030 
Total merchandise ... 852,368 534,426 

British, foreign, and other colonial. produce and 

Total exports 885,446 559,733 
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EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

. , copy of the “East Africa Registration of 

of Documents Ordinance” which the 

r+ am Commissioner for the East Africa Protectorate 

; to make rules fixing the amount of all fees 

levied under the Laws, Ordinances, Regulations, or Rules in force 
for the time being concerning the registration of documents. 

A copy of the rules made by the Acting Commissioner under 
the above Ordinance may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


NORTHERN NIGERIA. 


In his report for 1901, recently issued by the Colonial Office, 
Sir F. Lugard, High Commissioner for the 
Currency. Northern Nigeria Protectorate, states that 
silver coinage continues to be popular, and is 
gradually being extended further and further afield as fresh pro- 
vinces are opened up. The new coinage, with His Majesty’s effigy, 
was not introduced during the year under review. A small 
amount of bronze coin has been put into circulation, but it is not 
popular as yet with the natives. Gold is almost entirely confined 
to transactions between Europeans. Cowries still form the medium 
of most transactions between natives, while slaves still represent 
the higher values in the provinces beyond control of the Adminis- 
tration. The extension of the Administration over the province 
of Yola has been a very effectual blow to this deplorable traffic, 
which will receive a still further check by the inclusion of Bautshi 
and Bornu, &c., which it is proposed to attach in 1902. 
During the year 1901 the following quantity of specie was 
imported into the Protectorate :— 


£ 


£93,350 


; 

2 

| 

; 
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PROTECTORATE OF SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


The Board of ress” have received a copy of aa Spirit Licence 
iat mendment Proclamation” (No. 17 of 1902 
which received the assent of the High 
Spirits sioner of the Protectorate of Southern Nigeria on 
sania the 30th November, 1902. 
The Proclamation as amended came into operation on the 
Ist January, 1903; it provides that no person, other than the 
holder of a general or wholesale licence granted under the “ Spirit 
Licence Proclamation of 1901,” shall import spirits into the 
Protectorate of Southern Nigeria. 
It also provides that the provisions of the principal Spirit 
‘ Licence Proclamation, 1901, shall not extend to the sale, by the 
case or in sealed bottles, of spirits in the open air or in any native 
shed in any native export produce market in places to which the 
Proclamation is applicable. 


Nore.—It may be added that the licences payable under 
the Spirit Licence Proclamation of 1901 (No. 2 


Spirit Licences. _(¢ 1901), referred to above, are as follows :— 


Spirit Licences. Per Annum. | Per Half-year. 
Wholesale ,, ive 15 10 
F GRENADA. 


The following table, showing the value of the imports into and the 

exports from Grenada during each of the years 

Trade in 1901. 1897-1901 distinguishing the trade with the 

United Kingdom, British Colonies and Foreign 

Countries, is taken from the report on that Colony for the year 1901 
which has recently been issued :— 


Imports. Exports. 


1897. | 1898. | 1899. | 1900. | 1901. 1897. | 0s. | 1899. | 1900. | 1901. 


& & & £ & & & 
United Kingdom ..| 78,893 | 98,626 | 101,922 | 105,592 | 118,953 || 138,656 | 243,574 | 220,479 | 259,079 | 226,715 
British Colonies ...} 40,126 | 55,254] 64,603] 57,628] 58,949 || 4,283) 3,307] 5,636) 5,399) 4,535 
Foreign Countries| 45,337 | 56,903] 60,304] 69,570) 73,665 || 11,500) 10,393) 41,623) 47,203) 72,685 


Totals... £ 164,856 | 210,783 226,829 | 232,790 | 246,567 || 154,439 257,274 | 267,788 | 311,681 303,935 


B2 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A despatch dated 15th Jenuary has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Ambassador at Vienna, report- 
longer required 8 that, according to statements in the Press, 
Pro ae for the Austrian Ministry of the Interior, in agree- 
Russian Subjects ment with the other Departments concerned, 
entering Austria. has issued a Decree, dated the 9th January, 
providing that in future an Austrian visa 
will no longer be required to be affixed to the passports of Russian 
subjects, and that the latter will henceforward not be refused 
admittance into Austria, in cases where their passports have not 
been visés by an Austrian official. 

In reporting the above, the “‘ Fremdenblatt ” observes that this 
step appears to have for its object a fresh stimulus to the 
commercial intercourse between Russia and Austria-Hungary. 
The corresponding obligation imposed on Russian subjects to 
obtain a Russian visa has already been removed by Germany, and 
its present removal by Austria will place the conditions of Russo- 
German and Russo-Austrian railway intercourse on the same level. 


BULGARIA. 


A despatch dated 13th January has been received at the Foreign 


Detineen of Office from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at 
Trad Sofia, in. which it is stated that from an econo- 
mical point of view the year 1902 was very 
satisfactory to Bulgaria. The exports from that country during 
the first ten months of the year exceeded the imports by 
19,195,000 francs (768,000/.), and have been partly instrumental 
in bringing about the fall in the premium on gold. 
The following figures show the progress made in some of the 
principal articles of export, excluding cereals :— 


First Nine 
1898. 1900. Months of 1902. 
Poultry ... Head 142,000 268,000 304,000 
Live-stock, small... ,, 156,000 221,000 255,000 
6,800 16,500 29,500 
Tobacco ... ...Kilogs. 42,000 139,000 1,299,000 
1,900 4.300 6,900 
Woollen cloths |. 278,000 288,000 316,000 


The export of eggs during the first nine months of 1902 
amounted to 7,419 kilogs., an increase of 300 per cent. in the last 
five years. Flour shows an increase of 100 per cent., and cheese an 
increase of 60 per cent in the same period. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to the “Journal of Commerce” (New York) of 10th 
Shipbuilding January, the United States Commissioner of 
P 1902 Navigation has prepared a table showing the 
Bi ae : number and tonnage of wooden and steel sail 
and steam vessels built and officially numbered in the United 
States during the calendar year 1902. This table shows that the 
total number of vessels of all classes constructed during the year 
was 1,262 with an aggregate gross tonnage of 429,327 tons, 
against 1,322 with a gross tonnage of 376,129 tons built and 
officially numbered in 1901. The tendency toward larger con- 
struction in water-going craft generally is shown by the fact that 
the average gross tonnage of all the vessels built in 1901 was 
28451 tons, whereas in 1902 the average had increased to 430°49 
tons. 
The following is the detailed table of construction for the 
calendar year :— 


i Wood. Steel. 

Sailing. Steam. Sailing. Steam. 
No.| Tons. | No. | Tons. |No.| Tons. | No. | Tons. 
Atlantic and Gulf ...| 514 | 56,240 | 271 | 16,382 | 9 | 13,345 | 62 | 128,571 
Pacific... «| 60 | 27,078 | 98 | 10,384 | — 3 | 10,970 
Great Lakes ... sical 2,909} 49 8,054 | — oo 44 | 152,267 
Western Rivers 11 | 120 5,039 | — 2,905 

Hawaii 2 15 2 20 | — 
Totals ... ...| 597 | 86,390 | 540 | 34,879 | 9 | 13,345 | 116 | 294,713 


TURKEY IN ASIA. 


H.M. Consul at Jeddah reports that the pearl-shell fishery has ever 
been one of the chief industries in the waters 


paoareahey of the Red Sea, and it must be understood that 
Red fo hn on the Eastern coast the most abundant 


grounds affording the better qualities are to be 
found from Bab-el-Mandeb to a point north of the Farsan Islands, 
and going north the shell occurs less frequently, till some way 
above Yembo it ceases entirely. Nothing has ever been done to 
foster, develop, or replenish this fishery as it becomes exhausted 
by the total depletion of the shallower or more easily reached 


| 
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beds ; fishers must go farther and divers dive deeper. The Consul 
adds that he is told more valuable shells are found at a depth of 
from 16 to 25 feet than at from 12 to 20 feet. Divers rarely 
venture in the Red Sea to a greater depth than 30 feet unless for 
some very special purpose and reward, or it may be for what is 
known as black coral. Unquestionably the west side of the Red 
Sea is richer and more productive than the east in shells. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,926.) 


REPORT OF BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Oldham.—The annual meeting of the Oldham Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 19th January, Mr. A. Emmott, M.P., 
President of the Chamber, occupying the chair. 

Before the annual meeting, the ordinary monthly meeting of the 
Council of the Chamber was held at which Mr. Newton presided. 
At this meeting a member raised the question of the payment and 
receiving of secret commissions, and suggested that the Law 
Committee of the Chamber should take up this question, and if 
they found it worth while they might approach other Chambers 
_ with a view to joint action. He moved therefore that the Law 
Committee take the matter up, and consider it and report on it. 
After the motion had been seconded, the chairman said this was a 
very important question, and opened a very wide field of inquiry. 
The motion was supported and was agreed to. 

At the annual meeting, Mr. Emmott, in the course of his address, 
said that there were many matters mentioned in the annual report 
of the Chamber, on a few of which he would briefly touch. In the 
first place, there was the movement in connection with the 
increased growth of cotton within the Empire. The association 
that had been formed was an association for obtaining information, 
not one that would attempt to grow cotton on a large scale. The 
utmost it would do, and only then if it seemed desirable, was to 
experiment on a very small scale in regard to the question of 
suitability and improvement of seed. There was no doubt that in 
our vast Colonial possessions there were many places where cotton 
could be suitably grown. That was particularly the case in East 
and West Africa. In West Africa, at any rate, cotton appeared to 
be an indigenous growth, and there was even some export of it. 
There was no reason why this growth should not be very greatly 
increased, and he hoped that one result of the formation of the 
association would be to lead to the increased growth of cotton 
within the boundaries of our own Empire. 

The question of shipping rings was also discussed. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 4 Weeks ended 22nd January, 1903. 


Week ended | * Week® || Week ended | * woeks 
1903, 1903. 

IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 

(Bales.) (Bales.) 

1 
No. No. No. No. 
American... 87,467 435,216 4,446 22,157 
Brazilian eee 12,012 359 2,964 
East Indian ... 1,547 3,338 2,587 
Egyptian... .. 12,059 73,906 3,659 18,440 
Miscellaneous eve eco 1,697 3,889 60 289 
528,361 8,524 46,437 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 24th January, 1903, and 
vorresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 

Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 

Week ended 24th January, 1903 ... 
Corresponding week in— 

1896 ... ese ose 26 38 23 

1897 ... ooo ove eee 24 7 146 8 

1898 eee eee yous eee eee eee 34 6 27 8 17 - 

1899 eee eee eee eee eee eee 26 a 27 9 17 0 

1900 eee eee ese eee eee eee 25 10 25 9 16 4 

1901 ... eco 202 10 25 6 17: 6 

1902 ... eee ove 26 7 20 38 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperiai 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
24th January, 1903, together with the quantities imported in the 
conenpendiing week of the previous year. 


~ Week ended Correspond- 
1903. in 1902. 
Animal living :— 
and calves... Number. 7,952 8,786 
meat :— 
Sin} ve Cwts. 39,080 79,112 
ese ove ose ” 16,580 25, 033 
or mea’ — 
Bacon wpe woe owe owed - Cwts. 98,894 140,533 
unenumerated, salted or fresh ... 11,935 9,459 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting a 5,885 16,695 
Dairy. and substitutes :— 
ose ° Owts. 70,836 66,897 
Milk, fresh, in cans ordrums ... 995 
condensed is visa 18,803 17,512 
reser v' other eee eee 
E Grt, Hundr, 203,314 297,840 
ove oe ue 9,849 
Lard... ove 5 
grain, meal and flour: 
Cwts, 1,301,628 1,196,900 
Wheat-meal end four... 845,435 506,200 
Maize orIndiancom ... 978,547 | 1,464,100 
Fruit, raw :— 
A Cwts. 87,683 43,415 
Apricots and peaches ... ooo ose ” 2 16 
coo ove Bunches, 54,651 55,242 
CITICS eee eee eee Cwts, — 
9 “4 242'807 221,718 
Plums ine oon = ° 38 
Strawberries ove eee ” 
Hav wt Tons, 4,342 6,604 
Straw .. ise oof bse ose a ” 1,441 940 
Hops ... Cwts. 2,599 9,945 
egetables, — peo coe ” 19,675 21,445 
ooo eee Bushels, 171,984 133,346 
Unenumerated ... ww Valine £ 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 


_TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 94d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. ‘This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 15th 
January :—State of the Labour Market in December; Wages 
and Disputes in 1902 ; Co-operative Distribution and Production 
in 1901; Notification of Accidents ; Labour Disputes in Germany 
in 1901; Legal Cases affecting Labour; Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 


subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,927. Republic of Hayti, 1901. 


General characteristics. ber, 1900, the latest available 
Lack of means of communi- statistics. 

cation in the whole Island. Particulars of chief imports 
S.s. communication and rates from the United Kingdom. 

of freight. Condition of agriculture. 
Principal articles of export: Industrial enterprises, 

Coffee, cacao, and logwood. Hindrances to, and openings 


Value of imports by countries for, British trade. 
for year ending 30th Septem- 
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Government Publications. 


No. 2,928. Rio de Janeiro, 1901. 


Value of imports and exports Ships’ papers should be ex- 
by countries, together with hibited to Customs authorities. 
particulars of same from and Expropriation of guaranteed 
to the United Kingdom. railways. 

Detailed particulars of the Nickel coinage. 
whole import trade in 1901. Tables showing exports of 

Manganese ore trade. coffee and prices in New York. 

Aramina fibre industry. 


This publication also contains a report by the British Vice- 
Consul at Espirito Santo. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


The Journal of the Board of Agriculture. 


This publication contains information as to the position of 
agriculture at home and abroad, crop prospects in foreign countries, 
and further particulars obtained from foreign and colonial reports, 
Diplomatic and Consular Despatches, and other sources of 
intelligence accessible to the department ; together with notes on 
dairying, fruit farming, poultry rearing, and other rural industries. 
Short descriptions of noxious insects and fungi, with appropriate 
remedies ; information relating to wild birds useful to agriculture ; 
statements of the quantities and values of agricultural produce 
imported and exported ; and records of the current prices of grain, 
meat, dairy products, fruit, and vegetables, are given in each 
number. 
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Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


Place. Price} No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— 2758 | German Colonial Estimates 
Austria-Hungary: for 1902... 14d. 
Austria-Hungary _...1901| 14d.|| 2790 | German Colonies ... 1900-01 
Bohemia eae » | 5$d.|| 2819 | German East Africa...1901) 1 
Bosnia and Herzegovina » | 1d. || 2845 | Germany oe go | eee 
Fiume ... oak ess 5 | 1d. || 2821 | Hamburg 5d. 
Trieste ... 5, | 2748 | Estimates of German 
pire for 1902 
Belgium: 2774 | Pomerania... --1901} 34d. 
Belgium (Finances and 2751 ssian Estimates for 
2745 | Samoa ... ive ..1901| 34. 
Bulgaria: 2923 | Wiirtemberg, 1901 and = 
Bulgaria +1901] 23d. 2) 14d. 
572 | Higher, Middle and or 
Denmark: hools of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 
1d, || 573 lementary report on 
Denmark 3d. Instruction and 
Chemical Industries in 
France and Colonies: Germany ... 
Algeria... 1900 & 1901) 2d. || 574 | Prussian Railways | 3d, 
Bordeaux 4d. || 575 | German Iron in 1900 
Brest ... and 1901 ... 3d. 
Corsica ... | 1d. || 2788 | Cyclades 1d. 
eee | 1d. || 2800 | Ionian Islands... 
France .. -1900} 3d. || 2760 | Morea ... 
+1901} 13d.|| 2775 | Pireeus ... 
French Guinea, ‘1899 & 1900 1d. || 2764 | Thessaly 1d. 
French Indo-China ...1901) 1d. || 576 Maire. Resources of Greece 103d, 
Marseilles ase. Italy: 
Nantes ... | 1d. |] 2910 | Ancona... 1901} 3d. 
Nice... | 1d. |} 2801 | Elba... 1900-01) 1d. 
New Caledonia. gy | 1d, || 2820. | Genoa ... 01901} 23d. 
Pondicherry and Kari- 2865 | Lecce Province aes: 99, (Ue 
eee | 1d. || 2809 | Leghorn 
Réunion ove yy | 1d. || 2773 | Lombardy 
Senegal... “ee AY 1d. || 2744 | ( Naples » | lad. 
Society Islands 1d. || 2864 |< South Italy (Supple- 
Chemical and Metal Indus men 
tries of the District 2896 | Rome and District... | 
2887 | Sicily ... ats 
German Empire and Colonies: 
Baden ... axe +1901) 1d. Netherlands and Colonies: 
Bavaria... yy | 2761 | Amsterdam ... 901) 1d. 
vee | 1d. |] 2863 | Java... 13d, 
yy | 4d. || 2882 al 


| 
2852 
2857 
2917 
2895 
2762 
2901 
2827 
2739 
2829 
2881 
2817 
2805 
2768 
2806 
2784 
2808 
27387 
2913 
2876 
2834 
2754 
2855 
2765 
2786 | 
2891 
2815 
2866 
2877 
582 
2816 
2783 
2769 
2892 
2851 
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No. Place. Price’ No. Place. Price 
Norway: 2832 | Damascus ose ite 2d. 
2873 | Norway see 901} 2792 | Erzeroum 1d, 
2926 | Jeddah and Hodeida ’ 
Portugal and Colonies 1899-1901} 2d. 
2799 | Beira ... 14d.|| 2822 | Palestine 1d, 
2861 | Chinde ... eee yy | 19@.]| 2854 | Smyrna... 
2794 1Goa_.... eee yy | || 2766 | Trebizond “5 
2811 | Lourencgo Marques ...1900| 1d. || 578 | Trade and Economic State 
2890 | Oporto 1901} 1d. - | of  Vilayet of Tripoli) -- 
2846 | Mozambique .. during the past 40 years...| 1d. 
2746 | Portugal 900} 14d. 
2919 -1901) 13d. 
2880 Quilimane 3d. AFRICA— 
2922 | St. Thomé and Principe ; » | 144.|| 577 | Agricultural Prospects of 
1 the Plateauax of the Uganda 
Railway ... 1d. 
Roumania: 2872 | British Central Africa Pro- 
2874 | Roumania ...1900 and 1901] 134. tectorate ... ..1901-02| 24d. 
: 2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901 2d. 
Russia ‘ 2903 East Africa Protectorate, 
2782 | Batoum... ++-1901 2d, 1901-02) 1d. 
2897 | Finland =. 1d. || 2818 Independetit State of ee 
2743 | Odessa (Supplement)...1900 1d. Congo ose see 1d. 
2750 CAgriculture)...1901 1}d.|| 2875 | Liberia... » | 2d. 
2904 24@.|| 2867 | Port Said and Suez 
2810 Poland and Lithuania” 23d. (Egypt) » | ld. 
2911 | Riga » | 24. || 2742 | Somali Coast ‘Protectorate, 
2860 | St. Petersburg... ... | 334. 1900-01) 2d. 
2842 | Taganrog | 234.|| 2787 (Morocco) ...1901| 2d. 
culture) 01902) 1d. || 2893 | Zanzibar ld. 
585 | Trade of Siberia’ [ For German, "French, and 
Portuguese Colonies in 
: Africa, see under Ger- 
2757 | Servia » 1900, 1901) 1d. many, France, and Portu-| 
2856 | Barcelona -..1901} 3d. AMERICA, NORTH— 
2924 | Bilbao ... mee oar | United States of America: 
2780 | Cadiz ... ... | || 2755 | Baltimore —...1901 24d. 
2830 | Canary Islands yy | 2759 | Charleston... | 
2771 | Corunna | 2763 | Chicago coe | 
2824 | Malaga... 83d. || 2909 | Cuba ... 
579 | Mining “Industry in 2837 | Hawaii .. | ld. 
during the year 1901 2d, || 2752 | New Orleans ... oes, 093 | Slo 
2781 | New York _.... | 
Sweden: 2858 | Oregon, Washington, 
2879 |Gothenburg ... ...1901 21d.) and Idaho States ... | 3d. 
2778 | Stockholm... yy | 2$4.|| 2798 | Philadelphia |\ 
| 2889 | Philippine Islands ... ,, | 1}d. 
Switzerland: 2749 (Maine) ... ,, | 2a. 
2918 | Switzerland --.1901) 1}d.|| 2826 | Porto Rico... gy | 
2825 | San Francisco... 
Turkey: || 2770 | Texas... | 2a, 
2785 | Aleppo and Adana_ ...1901| 2d. || 2894 | United States. | 14a. 
2884 Baghdad = wee yy | 1d. || 580 | Coal Industry of the Con- 
2836 | Beirut ... sular District of Chicago,| 1d. 
283) | Bengazi... ~~ 1900-01) 'I13d.|| 587 | Coal Industry of the United 
2835 | Busso cans States, 1901 
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Government Publications. 


No. Place, Price No. Place. Price 
581 | Cattle and Meat Trade of WEST INDIES— 
the United States... 2d, || 2927 | Hayti ... | 1d, 
583 | Iron Ore megs of the 
United States 1d. ASIA— 
584 | Agriculture of the “State of China: 
Maine 1d. || 2777 | Amoy ... ed ...1901] 1d, 
585 Report on St. Joseph, Mis. 2862 | Canton... oan es 
souri 4d. || 2912 | China ... 
2797 | Chin-kiang ...  ... y, | 1d. 
Mexico: 2738 | Foochow +190} 1d. 
2925 | Mexico... ...1901) 2§d.|| 2850 | Foochow eee +1901] Id. 
2853 | Vera Cruz... wee | 2795 | Hankow | 
2906 | Ichang ... ce Le 
AMERICA, CENTRAL— 2871 | Kiukiang 
2776 | Costa Rica ... _...1901| 1d. || 2905 | Kiungchow | 1d. 
2868 | Guatemala 1900 and 1901| 2$d.|| 2907'| Nanking 1899, 1900, anc 
2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 1901] 1d. 
1900-01} $4. || 2828 | Newchwang ... ... 4, | 14. 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 2779 | Samshui aaa 1d. 
Argentine Republic: 2741 Ssumao and Mengtse.. "190 1d. 
2767 | Buenos Ayres... 2d, || 2839 | Swatow... . ... 1d. 
2793 | Rosario... see | 1d, || 2870 | Wenchow | 
2840 | Wuchow bee [gl 
Brazil: 2802 | Wuhu ... dvs 
2888 and Sergipe...1901} 1d, 
2814 | 24. || 2789 | Japan ... ..1901} 2d. 
2859 | Porto Alegre. ... yy | 1$d.|| 2900 | Hakodate 
2928 | Rio de Janeiro eee gy 13d.|| 2914 | Kobe ... 
2740 | Sergipe... 1d, || 2899 | Nagasaki 
2869 | North Formosa 
Chile : 2878 | Shimonoseki and Moji.. eS 
2885 | Chile .-1901 South Formosa... 1900-01] 2d. 
2920 Sut lementa  (Supple- 
2753 | Co (Supp 1d, mentary) ... 1901] 1d. 
2841 | Yokohama ... tig, 
Colombia: Republic of. 
2747 | Colombia (excepting Korea: 
Panama) 1}d.|| 2849 | Korea ... +1901) 33d, 
Paraguay : Persia: 
2886 | Paragua, —_ -»-1901| 3d. || 2921 | Khorassan and Sistan 
1901-2] 23d. 
Peru: 2803 | Persian Gulf 
2807 | Peru... +1901} 23d. 
Siam: 
Uruguay: 2898 | Bangkok doo 18d. 
2847 | Uruguay .-1901) 13d. {Hor Dutch, French, and 
Portuguese Colonies in 
Venezuela: j Asia, see under Nether- 
2833 | Caracas... 1d. lands, France, and. Portu-\« 
2772 | Ciudad Bolivar gal. | 
[For Dutch and French\ . 
Coloniesin South America, . _ | PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
see under Netherlands ana\.- 2848 | Friendly Islands +e1901| 1d, 
France.) 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since Ist January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


EUROPE— 

Austria-Hungary : 
13 Declaration amending Article XI. of the Treaty between 
the United Kingdom and Austria-Hungary of 3rd Decem- 
ber, 1873, for the mutual ae of fugitive criminals... 4d. 


Belgium 
7 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for 


the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals... 1}d. 
9 Agreement relative to the exchange of eines Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... see 4d. 
France: 
1 Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 eee 4d. 
10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France respect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 4d, 
12 Convention regulating the Telephone Service between Great 
Britain and France _... 4d, 
Germany: 


8 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika... 6id. 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States : 


6 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans _... 4d. 
11 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United igs 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... 4d. 
14 Convention between the United Kingdom and the sana 
States respecting Import duties in Zanzibar eee 4d. 


AMERICA, SOUTH— 


Brazil : 
4 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... eee 1d, 


ASIA— 
China: 
17 Final protocol between the Foreign Powers and China for 
the resumption of Relations 23d. 


Japan: 

3 Agreement between the United — and Japan relative 

to China and Corea... me 4d. 
Persia: 

5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 

ing the system of telegraphic communication between 

Europe and India through Persia... 1d. 


AFRICA— 


Abyssinia. 
16 Treaties between the United Kingdom and Ethiopia, and 
between the United Kingdom, Italy and Ethiopia, relative 
to the frontiers between the Soudan. on and — 


(with Map)... 63d. 


15 Additional Act modifying the Industrial Property Conven- 

tion of 20th March, 1883, signed at Brussels, 14th oceans “ 
1900 oe 1 

2 General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901. wie see 3d, 


| 
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Government Publications. 


‘COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 


East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
346 Northern Nigeria ove | 1s, 10d, 
347 British Solomon Islands ‘ale | 
349 British Guiana “A 2d. 
351 Jamaica bid | 83d. 
352 Cocos Islands... dee ooo |, 
353 Southern Nigeria ooo | bd. 
355 Gambia até 2d. 
356 Falkland Islands «is 
357 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast... | 
360 Straits Settlements ... 2d. 
361 Sierra Leone ... ry: | 
362 British Honduras 2d. 
363 Turks and Caicos Islands 2d. 
365 Bahamas Sie we | 
366 Fiji... ooo | 13d. 
369 Hong Kong ... see ate «| 
370 Cocos Islands .. 1d. 
371 St. Helena... 1d. 
372 British Solomon Islands we | 
374 Leeward Islands | 23d. 
375 Gold Coast a | 24d. 
376 Grenada odd 2d. 
377 Northern Nigeria oe | 
Miscellaneous : 
20 Wei-Hai-Wei 4d. 
21 Dominica, report on the Caribs of a ose 2d, 


| 

‘ 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart- 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to 
it, whether written or verbal. 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The “ Intelligence Branch” endeavours, 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs: Excise and 
“Consumption”? Duties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: 
Trading Licences: .Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: 
Foreign and -Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged im 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of the present year, the work formerly 
carried on by the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute 
is now conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade. The question of transferring the headquarters of this Branch 
bs from Westminster to the City is receiving the attention of the Board of 
Trade, and meanwhile verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch 
through the Temporary Enquiry Office which has been opened in the City 
Branch of the Imperial Institute at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at the City Branch. } 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. In future periodical 
supplements to the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” will be issued, containing 
information and reports bearing on the work carried out in the Imperial 
Institute as South Kensington. 

CommeErcIAL DEPARTMENT, Boarp or TRADE. 

January, 1903. 
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